
 
THE DEFENDERS OF BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 

MEDAL ACT 

BACKGROUND 

The Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Congressional Gold Medal Act is a bicameral and 
bipartisan bill that bestows a collective Congressional Gold Medal to servicemembers who 
participated in the early resistance and defensive battles against the armed forces of Imperial 
Japan in the Pacific Theater and were taken as prisoner of war between December 8, 1941, to 
June 9, 1942. The troops endured one of the most harrowing prisoner-of-war experiences in 
history, including the infamous Bataan Death March. 

THEIR STORY 

On December 7, 1941 shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Imperial Japanese forces 
launched coordinated attacks throughout Asia, striking Malaya, Thailand, Singapore, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, the Philippines, and the United States territories of Guam, Midway Island, Wake 
Island, and Howland Island. 

On April 9, 1942, Major General Edward P. King, Jr. surrendered the United States and Filipino 
forces on the Bataan Peninsula. The Imperial Japanese Army forced thousands of troops and 
civilians to assemble at the port of Mariveles at the tip of Bataan and other locations along the 
peninsula for a 65-mile forced march. This harrowing trek became known as the “Bataan Death 
March”. 

On May 6, 1942, Lt General Jonathan Wainwright also surrendered the fortress islands of 
Corregidor. The remaining United States and Filipino forces in the Philippines surrendered on 
June 9, 1942. 

THE TIME IS NOW 

It is past time to recognize the United States defenders of Bataan and Corregidor who were 
ordinary men and women who found uncommon courage in extraordinary circumstances. 

Endorsing Organizations: The American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Memorial Society, 
the New Mexico National Guard, and the Bataan-Corregidor Memorial Foundation of New 
Mexico.  

If you have any questions or would like to cosponsor, please reach out to 
joey_abeyta@heinrich.senate.gov. 
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