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November 2, 2022

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Leader Schumer and Leader McConnell,

I write foday to express my concerns about the looming 8.4% payment cut for 2023 for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Medicare Physician Fee Schedule.' T am deeply concerned about
the effect these cuts will have on providers' and patients' ability to access health care in New Mexico. I
am also particularly concerned about the impact these cuts could have on the 42% of New Mexicans who
rely on Medicare to access health care.?

The COVID-19 pandemic has ruthlessly impacted the already severely strained health care system in New
Mexico.* Health care providers in New Mexico are struggling to make ends meet due to higher practice
costs and the impacts of COVID-19. The annual Medicare Physician Fee Schedule creates additional
uncertainty for providers, and the cuts would make it even more challenging for patients to access care in
a timely manner.

I voted in favor of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 (P.L. 116-260) in December of 2020,
which included a 3.75% payment adjustment for physician services to ensure greater certainty for these
providers.* Last year, on December 9, 2021, I was proud to vote in favor of the Protecting Medicare and
American Farmers from Sequester Cuts Act (P.L. 117-71), which included a 3%adjustment for Medicare
reimbursement cuts for 2022.3

Unfortunately, these provisions are set to expire at the end of this calendar year, unless Congress acts.®
am particularly concerned about how these cuts will impact our rural and Tribal communities, who
already struggle to access health care without the current cuts being implemented. I am committed to
finding long-term solutions to ensure that Medicare is able to meet its commitments to seniors and future
generations.
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I appreciate your past actions on this issue and look forward to working together to find a solution to
ensure that seniors are able to continue to access care.

Sincerely,

Martin Heinrich
United States Senator



