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Protecting Americans’ Right to Vote
and Bolstering Election Security

119th Congress

Protecting Americans’ Right to Vote: Heinrich is committed to protecting
Americans’ right to vote, especially in the face of the Trump administration and Senate
Republicans’ attacks on voting rights and Americans’ access to the voting booth.

e Heinrich opposes House Republican’s SAVE Act, legislation that will deprive over
20 million American citizens from the ability to vote in federal elections.

e Heinrich is a strong supporter and cosponsor of the John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act, legislation that will significantly improve laws governing
campaign finance, voting rights, and government ethics by promoting access,
transparency, and integrity in our American election system.

Improving Election Security and Infrastructure: As a member of the U.S. Senate
Appropriations Committee, Heinrich helped deliver $45 million in FY2026
appropriations for Election Security Grants for states and U.S. territories, to improve
the administration of federal elections, upgrade voting equipment, make security
enhancements, and protect Americans’ right to have their vote counted. This was a
rejection of President Trump’s efforts to zero out funding for the grants.

Additionally, Heinrich condemned President Trump’s 2026 budget request to cut $550
million from the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), which
administered election security programs and alerted state officials of election security
threats. In 2025, the Trump Administration stopped CISA’s election security activities
and ended funding for alerts of election security threats.

Safeguarding Elections from Corporate Influence: Heinrich has long supported
overturning Citizens United v. FEC, a disastrous Supreme Court decision that granted
corporations and other private entities the right to spend unlimited amounts of money
to influence public elections. And Heinrich reintroduced a constitutional amendment
that will regulate, limit, and prohibit corporations and other artificial entities from
eroding the integrity of our political processes with unlimited amounts of money.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/22
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/udall-heinrich-join-47-senators-in-introducing-the-john-lewis-voting-rights-advancement-act
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/newsroom/blog/our-voting-rights-are-on-the-line
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/14/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/14/text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy26_fsgg_conference_bill_summary.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy26_fsgg_conference_bill_summary.pdf
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/heinrich-lujan-statement-on-president-trumps-2026-budget
https://www.votebeat.org/2025/03/11/cisa-ends-support-election-security-nass-nased/
https://www.votebeat.org/2025/03/11/cisa-ends-support-election-security-nass-nased/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/43?s=2&r=2&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22elections+election%22%7D

Prior to the 119t Congress

Protecting Americans’ Right to Vote: During the 118t Congress, Heinrich
cosponsored the Freedom to Vote Act, legislation to significantly improve laws
governing campaign finance, voting rights, congressional redistricting, and government
ethics to promote access, transparency, and integrity in our political system. Senate
Republicans repeatedly used the filibuster to block this legislation from advancing.

Heinrich also joined the N.M. Congressional Delegation in urging the New Mexico
Legislature to pass the landmark 2023 New Mexico Voting Rights Act, which expanded
voter access and improved security and fairness in future elections. Following Heinrich’s
advocacy, the New Mexico Voting Rights Act was signed into law.

As New Mexico’s senior senator, Heinrich has frequently applauded New Mexico as an
example of what it looks like to enhance rather than attack participation in our
democracy. New Mexico’s elections have been ranked the best in the nation by the
prestigious Elections Performance Index (EPI), a project of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology’s (MIT) Election Data and Science Lab described as “a non-partisan,
objective measure of U.S. election administration.”

Expanding Voting Access for Native Americans: Heinrich and the N.M.
Delegation urged the Biden Administration to improve Native American voting access in
New Mexico by establishing one Indian Health Service (IHS) voter registration site in
the IHS Albuquerque or Navajo Area or 638 facilities in New Mexico.

Additionally, Heinrich cosponsored the Native American Voting Rights Act, legislation
led by U.S. Senator Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.), to protect the sacred right to vote and
ensure equal access to the electoral process for Native Americans and Alaska Natives
and voters living on Tribal lands. In 2023, Heinrich and the N.M. Delegation
successfully gained the Biden Administration’s support for the bill.

Countering Misinformation: During the 2024 general election, Heinrich released a
report countering misinformation on the vote-counting process, encouraging Americans
to exercise their right to vote and making clear that voter intimidation is illegal.
Additionally, as a member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Heinrich
grilled top tech executives on their companies’ work to identify and combat online
misinformation that threatened to undermine the integrity of the 2024 elections.

Securing American Elections from Foreign Interference: As a member of the
U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and a member of the U.S. Senate
Appropriations Committee, Heinrich has fought for increased funding, legislation, and
agency action to ensure secure and safe elections in New Mexico and nationwide —
specifically in response to Russian interference in the 2016, 2020, and 2024 elections.
Heinrich has also called out Senate Republicans for blocking election security

legislation.
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Heinrich played a key role in investigating Russia’s efforts to interfere with the United
States’ 2016 election, including through social media platforms, and condemning the
Trump campaign's cooperation with and welcoming of Russian efforts. Heinrich
renewed his condemnation during the 2020 election, again calling out Trump’s
spreading of Russian misinformation.

Heinrich also led the introduction of the Secure Elections Act, bipartisan legislation to
strengthen election cybersecurity in America.

Combatting Dark Money in American Elections: Heinrich remains committed to
restoring transparency to our political processes and reducing the influence of dark
money in our elections. During the 117t Congress, Heinrich introduced the DISCLOSE
Act, legislation he has long cosponsored to shine a light on the special interests spending
unlimited sums to purchase influence over the American government. The bill requires
organizations who spend money in elections, including super PACs and 501 (c)(4) dark
money groups, to promptly disclose donors who have given $10,000 or more during an
election cycle. Heinrich slammed Senate Republicans for blocking the DISCLOSE Act.

Heinrich also cosponsored the Democracy for All Amendment, a joint resolution
proposing a constitutional amendment to overturn the Citizens United decision and
allow limits on corporate political spending.

Modernizing and Improving American Elections: During the 117th Congress,
Heinrich delivered remarks on the Senate Floor calling for comprehensive reforms to
defend our democracy, reduce the influence of dark money and powerful special
interests, and stop the wave of voter suppression happening in states across the country.
Heinrich also cosponsored the For the People Act, legislation that will make it easier,
not harder, to vote, by preventing foreign interference; bolstering election security; and
improving access and secure voting rights. Heinrich also condemned every single Senate
Republican who chose to use the filibuster to block debate on the For the People Act.

Reforming the Electoral Vote Process: In 2022, Heinrich passed into law
bipartisan reforms to the Electoral Count Act that make clear the Vice President’s role in
electoral vote-counting is ministerial and protect each state’s popular vote. This was
necessary after Trump attempted to circumvent the electoral vote-counting process and
push then-Vice President Pence to disregard the American voters and install Trump as
President.
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Improving American Election Resiliency: During the 116t Congress, Heinrich
introduced the Natural Disaster and Emergency Ballot Act of 2020, legislation to ensure
New Mexicans and all Americans are still able to vote safely during national
emergencies by expanding early in-person voting and no-excuse absentee vote-by-mail
to all states, allowing voters who did not receive an absentee ballot to use a printable
ballot currently only provided for military and overseas voters; and providing additional
accommodations for Native American voters, including allowing Tribes to designate
ballot pickup and drop-off locations and not requiring residential address for election
mail.
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