
November 3, 2022

The President 

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our commitment to decarbonizing the road transport sector and transitioning the new 

commercial vehicle transportation sector to zero-emission by 2040. We urge you to continue to show global 

climate policy leadership and add the United States as a signatory to the Global Memorandum of Understanding

(Global MOU) on Zero-Emission Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles (ZE-MHDVs) at COP27. The Global 

MOU will help continue domestic economic growth in the manufacturing sector and deliver climate benefits 

that complement the historic investments made in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and the 

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). 

The Global MOU, co-led by CALSTART's Global Drive to Zero program and the Government of the 

Netherlands, is a non-binding instrument that aligns signatories around a joint ambition for ZE-MHDVs. The 

MOU sets a target for 30% of new MHDVs to be zero-emission by 2030 and 100% by 2040  matching the 

global targets set on Transport Day at COP26. The Global MOU has been signed by 16 countries and endorsed 

by over 60 state and local governments, zero-emission vehicle manufacturers, financial institutions, and other 

interested partners. 

The transportation sector continues to be the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States, 

but investments made possible by the IIJA and IRA put the aspirations established by the MOU within reach. 

MHDVs represent just 10% of vehicles on the road but contribute to 28% of total on-road GHG emissions.1 

According to an analysis by the ERM International Group on the impact of the IRA, commercial zero-emission 

MHDVs should achieve cost parity with comparable diesel or gas vehicles 5 - 12 years earlier than initially 

forecasted, for many as soon as 2023.2 

The benefits of transitioning to a zero-emission transportation sector on air quality are clear. Studies show that a

complete transition to 100% zero-emission commercial vehicles by 2050 could reduce domestic MHDV 

greenhouse gas emissions by up to 73%, NOx emissions by up to 93%, and PM2.5 emissions by up to 73% 

below 2020 levels. 3 Transitioning to zero-emission commercial vehicles enhances our national security by 

reducing our reliance on foreign oil and shielding consumers from disruptive volatility in fuel costs. 

We believe United States participation in the Global MOU will send clear market signals to industry and allow 

U.S. policymakers greater access to an international knowledge-sharing network designed to support the 

implementation of best practices, policies, incentives, and investments necessary to make the transition to 100%

zero-emission MHDV sales. It would also build on our existing domestic efforts to reduce transportation 

emissions and reaffirm our robust international response to the climate crisis. 

1 https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/ReadyforWorkFullReport.pdf
2 https://www.erm.com/globalassets/documents/insights/2022/issue-brief-ira-climate-2022-climate-energy-provisions.pdf
3 J. Houck, et. al., Benefits of State-Level Adoption of California Medium- and Heavy-Duty Regulations, Sonoma

Consultants for ICCT, (Oct, 2021), https://theicct.org/publications/state-level-hdv-emissions-reg-oct21. Analysis

does not include California, Hawaii, Nevada, Virginia, and Quebec.



The Global MOU does not require U.S. federal agencies to adopt new emission standards, targets, or 

requirements. It would instead help the United States send a strong message to the international community that 

we remain committed to driving emission reductions needed to achieve the Paris Agreement goal of net-zero 

carbon emissions by 2050, and affirm our commitment to the zero-emission technology that will define the 

future of the road transportation and goods movement sectors. 

Strengthening our leadership on zero-emission Medium and Heavy-Duty Vehicles will build on the historic 

investments made in the IIJA and IRA to deliver lower costs for American consumers, greater domestic 

manufacturing growth, and urgently needed climate pollution reductions. We thank you for your leadership on 

tackling the climate crisis and rebuilding our economy, and urge you to continue to show global climate policy 

leadership by signing the Global MOU at COP27.

Sincerely,

Martin Heinrich

United States Senator

Dianne Feinstein

United States Senator

Alex Padilla

United States Senator

Edward J. Markey

United States Senator

Cory A. Booker

United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren

United States Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse

United States Senator

Christopher A. Coons

United States Senator
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Thomas R. Carper 

United States Senator

Jeffrey A. Merkley

United States Senator

Benjamin L. Cardin

United States Senator

Robert Menendez

United States Senator

Paul D. Tonko

Member of Congress

Sean Casten

Member of Congress

Doris Matsui

Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva

Member of Congress

Cc: Kamala Harris, Vice President of the United States

Antony Blinken, U.S. Secretary of State

John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate

Pete Buttigieg, U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Jennifer Granholm, U.S. Secretary of Energy

Michael Regan, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

John Podesta, Senior Advisor to the President for Clean Energy, Innovation, and Implementation

Brenda Mallory, Chair, Council on Environmental Quality

Ali Zaidi, National Climate Advisor, White House Office of Domestic Climate Policy

Brian Deese, Director, National Economic Council

Page 3


