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Section 1. Short Title 
This section designates the bill as the “Physical Therapist Workforce and Patient Access Act of 2026.” 

Section 2. National Health Service Corps; Participation of Physical Therapists in Loan 
Repayment Program 
Section 2 amends the Public Health Service Act to integrate physical therapists into the National 
Health Service Corps (NHSC). 

Section 2(a) – Mission of the NHSC 
This subsection expands the statutory definition of “primary health services” to explicitly include 
physical therapy, formally recognizing physical therapists as eligible providers within the NHSC 
framework. 

Section 2(b) – Physical Therapy Health Professional Target Areas 
This subsection directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services, acting through HRSA, to identify 
physical therapy health professional target areas within existing Health Professional Shortage Areas. 
The Secretary must establish criteria, collect and publish data on physical therapy workforce supply 
and need, distribute participating physical therapists accordingly, and consult with relevant provider 
organizations. The provision does not create new HPSAs and does not alter eligibility for other health 
professionals. 

Section 2(c) – Loan Repayment Program Eligibility 
This subsection amends the NHSC Loan Repayment Program to explicitly include physical therapists 
as eligible participants. Eligibility is extended to individuals holding a master’s or doctoral degree in 
physical therapy, and physical therapy services are incorporated into shortage and prioritization 
criteria. 

Section 3. Additional Funding for the NHSC 
This section increases funding for the NHSC by $15 million for the first quarter of fiscal year 2027 for 
the inclusion of physical therapists in the NHSC Loan Repayment Program. 

Section 4. Expanding Medicare Rural Health Clinic and FQHC Services 
This section amends the Medicare statute to allow Rural Health Clinics and Federally Qualified 
Health Centers to furnish and bill for physical therapy services provided by licensed physical 
therapists. 

Section 4(b) – Effective Date 
The Medicare coverage expansion for physical therapy services applies to services furnished on or 
after January 1, 2027. 


