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The “Physical Therapist Workforce and Patient Access Act” is bipartisan, bicameral
legislation to improve Americans’ access to physical therapy and address the healthcare
workforce shortage in rural communities.

The legislation addresses persistent workforce shortages and access barriers by
integrating licensed physical therapists (PTs) into key federal safety-net programs.
Many communities designated as Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs) lack
sufficient access to rehabilitative and nonpharmacological care, despite growing patient
demand for physical therapy services related to chronic disease, injury, aging, and pain
management.

The bill:

e Adds physical therapists as eligible providers under the National
Health Service Corps (NHSC) Loan Repayment Program, which has
shown itself to be effective in rural regions. Over half of service corps participants
provide care at community health centers.

e Provides more options for community health centers in how they provide
physical therapy by clarifying physical therapists’ ability to bill Medicare
and Medicaid independently.

e Does NOT mandate physical therapy to be provided at community health centers.

By increasing access to physical therapy, the legislation supports non-pharmacological
approaches to pain management, helps reduce reliance on opioids, and strengthens the
continuum of care available to patients in rural and underserved areas.

The legislation is endorsed by the National Association of Community Health Centers,
the National Rural Health Association, the National Association of Rural Health Clinics,

the American Health Care Association, and the American Physical Therapy Association.

A full list of endorsements can be found here.


https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/support_for_hr5621thephysicaltherapistworkforceandpatientaccessact.pdf

